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THe NercHeoRHooD that has

become NoMa (short for north of
Massachusetts Avenue), now home

to luxury apartments, high-end

offices, and dozens of construction

cranes raising new buildings, just

ten years ago was marked by aban-

doned warehouses, windswept
parking lots, vacant propefties,

and a methadone clinic. Located
just a few blocks north of the U.S.

Capitol and the busy Union Station

raitway hub, the area was adjacent

to elevated transit tracks but was

not served by a station. Now, eight
years after a remarkable financial
collaboration by the federal govern-

ment, the District of Columbia, and

local landowners heloed buitd a

new_infitl transit station, the area is

undergoing a transformation.
'The station, opened in zoo4 and

now called NoMa-Gattaudet U, has

been key to the neighborhood's

revitalization, which in turn has

contributed to the city's financial
recovery. lt was built on the Red

Line of the Metro regional heavy-rail

system, which has been operated

by the Washington Metropolitan Area

Transit Authority $MMATA) since ry76.
lhe Red Line is the Metro system's

oldest segment. Despite the fuct that
the Red Line mn through the area on

elevated tracks, the tmnsit system's

original planners, using tnditional
measures of potential ridership that
focus on existing development, had

not btessed itwith a stoo.

By the r99os, it became clear

that the area's significant land use

potential was limited by its tack of
a transit station along the Red Line.

To address this deficit and make the
area an ootion for new federal office

buitdings, which must be located

near transit, and to spur develop-

ment, stakeholders launched an

effoft to fund and buitd a new infilt

station-one that had never been

on a transit ptan or map.

ULI trustee James Curtis helped

lead the earty partnership. His com-

pany, Bristol Group, acquired in the

heart of NoMa the otd distribution

center for the Woodward & Lothrop

department stores-which the firm

transformed into a 4oo,ooo-square-
foot $7ooo-sq-m) office buitding

now calted One NoMa Station-
along with eight acres $.2 ha) of
adjacent land as part of a portfotio

of assets in the r99os.
To unlock the potential of

NoMa, a public/private partner-

ship was needed. Curtis says

everyone involved in the project

had to take a leap of faith. "No
one, I think, could have foreseen

at the time what NoMa would
become," he says. But Curtis was
persuaded by the area's proximity

NoMa: The Neighborhood That Transit Built

An infill transit station, built

with significant private

sector funding, helped

transform a desolate swath

of Washington, D.C, into

a vibrant, vital, mixed-use

neighborhood.

Construction cranes dot
the skyline in NoMa. The
Metro station is getting a

more streamlined name-
NoMa-Gallaudet U-that
acknowledges how hr the
area has come.
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value of One NoMa Station has ment and condominium buildings The old distribution center for the Woodward & Lothrop department stores,

iumped from $45 mi[[ion in zoo4 springing up in the nlace of former nowa4oo,ooo-square-foot$7ooo-sq-m)officebuildingcalledOneNoMa
, . -;^:'*'- Station, sits at the heart of NoMa. Adiacent long-distance bus facilities are

to aDout $25o mlttlon currentty' surTace parKlng totS' 
being moved to make way for new development.

NoMa is now home to 16 million The NoMa Business lmprove-

square feet (r.5 mittion sq m) of ment District (BlD), formed in May

buitding space, with z,7oo residen- zoo7, has helped market and

tial units, two hotels, and zoo,ooo promote development of the area. tivity to the established residential clunky original name, New York

square feet (r9,ooo sq m) of retail The BID estimates that the NoMa neighborhoods around NoMa and Ave-Florida Ave-Gallaudet U, anc

space, and more construction is station has catatyzed $l biltion in to buitd vibrant community spaces rebrand it as NoMa-Gatlaudet U.

planned. Today, the largest tenant private investment and over 7 mil- like dog parks, water features, and The renaming of the station is an

is the fedeml govemment. The lion square feet (65o,ooo sq m) of tot lots. important symbolic indication tha:
new headquarters building for development, and that more than "For a long time, no one was the NoMa neighborhood-once
the Bureau of Alcohot, Tobacco, 4o,ooo peopte have iobs in NoMa. sure if anyone would live in iust a no-man's land north of the
Firearms, and Explosives, a nearty The area stilt has room to grow: NoMa's new buildings," Jasper Capitol and Union Station in neec

$roo million investment, opened according to the BlD, the area is says. "But now we know who is of transformation-is stowly comi-.
in zooS and is wrapped in first- the fastest growing in the city but it here, and it's at just the right time into its own as a place. U-
floor retail and restaurant space- is onty about 50 percent built out. to think about things like parks

a first for new federal buitdings in NoMa is stitt a work in prog- and the public realm." with the :1:lltI":^::srnv isvicepresident

washington. The District of colum- ress, but its identity is coming city, the BID is sponsoring tax fl#illiffi1li,ilffi,t#iili,tf,:-
bia govemment also has a maior into focus, says BID president increment financing tegistation Environmentalpr.tedi.nAgencyto(usingonnew

presence, and National Public Radio Robin-Eve Jasper. lts large modern that can help pay for needed infra- mediaandwebpresen(eskategies.

is buitding its new headquarters in buitdings and mix of offices and structure improvements, including

the area. Private uses have prolifer- residential units provide the back- upgrades to sidewalks, new parks, IhisisthethirdinanewUr0anlandseries,Busin"-

ated as well. In addition to the two drop for a new set of investments and landscaping. on Board, investigating the business community's :,
hotets, a Hanis Teeter supermarket in the pubtic realm and ptace ln recognition of how far the inadvan(ingtransit.Tobeaddedtotheinftastruc,':

and a variety of restaurants com- making, which Jasper describes as area has come, this fatt the wMATA mailing list' contaci infrasttudute@uli'org'

plement the new high-end apaft- an ongoing effort to create connec- board agreed to shed the station's
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