
Webinar on  

Slum Sanitation and Covid-19 

  

 
June 4, 2020 

 

 

Meera Mehta 
Center for Water and Sanitation  

CRDF,  CEPT University 

Ahmedabad 



2 

Municipal/Sanitation workers 

(many of them staying in 

slums) are on the front lines 

to prevent the spread of 

COVID-19 

 

Access to PPEs and insurance 

scheme for municipal/ 

sanitation workers is the key 

challenge to reduce 

vulnerability to COVID-19 
 

* Sanitation workers include :–Sweepers, Public/Community toilet cleaners, Drain cleaners, Garbage collectors, Septic tank desludging workers, vehicle drivers.... 

Urban slums settlements are 

most vulnerable to COVID-19 

threat due to their 

dependence on  

community  toilets 
 

 
 

Difficulties in slums for  
regular hand washing with soap 
and ensuring physical distancing  

in slums  



 Recommendations to15th FC on   
“Empowering local governments” 
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Increased allocations to urban local bodies - 4.3% of divisible pool 

15th FC has stepped up allocations for local governments to 4.3% of the divisible 
pool, as compared to 3.5% recommended by the 14th FC for 2019-20 

 

Increase the share of   
‘un-tied grants’  

 

15th FC has made more funds 
available to ULBs, but bulk of these 

are as tied grants.  

This makes it difficult for ULBs to 
address the local priorities 

 

Source:  Mehta and Mehta (2020) “15th Finance Commission: Covid-19 warrants rethink of local government allocations”, in I4I, April 27   Link 

 

Allocation for safely 
managed sanitation   

 

Given the links of public health with 
sanitation and particularly, FSSM for 
safely managed sanitation, 15th FC 
should consider city-wide FSSM 

services in its focus areas 

 

https://www.ideasforindia.in/topics/governance/15th-finance-commission-covid-19-requires-a-rethink-on-allocation-for-local-governments.html
https://www.ideasforindia.in/topics/governance/15th-finance-commission-covid-19-requires-a-rethink-on-allocation-for-local-governments.html
https://www.ideasforindia.in/topics/governance/15th-finance-commission-covid-19-requires-a-rethink-on-allocation-for-local-governments.html


 SBM 2.0 Urban – Universal access to individual toilets? 
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Community toilets in slums - a potential threat to spread of COVID-19 like pandemic. 

Maintaining physical distancing and regular disinfection in community toilet premises is 

critical to prevent spread of COVID-19 

 

• Moving towards universal access to individual toilets is 

essential to sustain ODF status and achieving 

sanitation ladder of ODF+/++ and Water+  

 

• Essential also for inclusive gender transformation 

goals 

 

• Reduces the burden on public finance 

 

• Community toilets or shared sanitation are NOT 

considered as a safe sanitation options for SDG 6.2 

 



     Toilet Stories - Testimonials from women… 

These testimonials suggest that an individual toilet has often been built even in 

small houses and has protected them from the threat of COVID-19.  

Eliminates   

- Risk of eve teasing at 
Community Toilets 

 - Discomfort to use 
community toilets 
during rainy season  

 

- Helps address 
issues of privacy, 

dignity and comfort 

- IHHL is boon 
specially during the 

menstrual cycle 

- Respondents felt that 
the health and social 
status of the family 

has improved by using 
IHHL 

 

- Savings in time lead 
to economic benefits 

Safety and Security  Privacy and Hygiene  Health /Saving time 
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https://cwas.org.in 

About us 
  

The Center for Water and Sanitation (C-WAS) at CEPT University 

carries out various activities – action research, training, advocacy to 

enable state and local governments to improve delivery of services.  
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