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BRICS NATIONS JOIN HANDS 
TO BUILD BETTER CITIES

India has taken over the chairmanship of BRICS in February 2016 and will continue 
to hold it till December 2016. The theme of India’s BRICS Chairmanship is ‘Building 
Responsive, Inclusive and Collective Solutions’. The 8th Annual BRICS Summit to be 
organised during 15-16 October 2016 in Panaji, Goa, India, will be an international 
relations conference attended by the heads of state of the five member states - Brazil, 

Russia, India, China and South Africa. India has planned a series of high level meetings 
and activities pre & post Summit that include - BRICS under 17 football tournament, 

BRICS Film Festival, BRICS Wellness Forum, BRICS Youth Forum, BRICS Young 
Diplomats Forum, BRICS Trade Fair, BRICS Friendship Cities Conclave, BRICS Think 

Tank and Academic Forum and BRICS Urbanisation Forum.

The agenda of BRICS meetings has considerably widened over the years to encompass 
topical global issues such as climate change, food and energy security, Millennium 

Development Goals, international economic and financial situation etc. This conference 
‘3rd BRICS Urbanisation Forum’ was  hosted by the Ministry of Urban Development in 
collaboration with Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India. The newly formed 

state of Andhra Pradesh was chosen as the host state with its coastal city Visakhapatnam, 
one of the top 10 ranked smart cities in India’s Smart City Challenge as the host city and 

venue for this 3 day Ministerial Level Meet from 14th - 16th September 2016. 

The objective of 3rd BRICS Urbanisation Forum with the theme ‘Urban Transition in 
BRICS’ was to ensure that key issues of urbanisation are placed on the global agenda 
of the BRICS member countries. Selected sub-themes for the plenary sessions included 

- National Urban Agenda, Smart Cities, Financing Urban Infrastructure, Inclusive 
Housing, Informal Economies, Climate Change, Sustainable Development Goals, Urban 

Environment, Resilient Water & Sanitation Management, New Towns, Regional Planning 
and Urban Renaissance and New Reform Agenda.
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Inaugural session

Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu, Minister of Urban 
Development, Housing & Urban Poverty Alleviation 
and Information & Broadcasting, Government 
of India, in his inaugural address welcomed the 
Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, Shri Nara 
Chandrababu Naidu, ministers from the member 
countries, delegates and other invitees from the 
BRICS nations. His opening statement ‘political 
class of the country is now more sensitized than 
ever before to the challenges in the urban sector’ 
set the tone for the conference and emphasized the 
need to fix those challenges at the earliest in the 
interest of rapid economic growth besides enabling 
a decent quality of life. Shri Naidu acknowledging 
the importance of urbanisation and the related 
pressing needs, called for better cooperation among 

BRICS countries in addressing the challenges 
associated with urban transition based on sharing 
of experiences and knowledge and need for finding 
effective solutions to address the related challenges. 
Referring to India’s Urban Transition and approach 
adopted, he said that after detailed consultations 
with all stakeholders including citizens, urban local 
bodies, state governments and others, the central 
government had set in motion a 10-point strategy for 
an urban renaissance in India and this paradigm shift 
had begun to yield results. Naidu stressed that “every 
section of the society must feel that they are part 
of this success story, taking this into consideration, 
Indian government is introducing inclusive policies 
in various sectors.”

In his keynote address, Shri N. Chandrababu Naidu, 
Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, highlighted the 
steps undertaken by Government of India, to create 
Livable cities with better quality of life. He added that 
his vision for new Andhra Pradesh is to make the 
State among the top three states in India with respect 
to Happiness Index and a preferred destination for 
tourism globally. 

Shri Arvind Panagariya, Vice Chairman, NITI 
Aayog, Government of India, in his keynote address 
said that urban renaissance is the most important 
part of the urban transformation. He acknowledged 
port cities as the potential engine of transformation, 
and cited examples of world’s greatest cities which 
are situated in coastal regions. 
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Introducing the Urbanisation Forum, Shri Rajiv 
Gauba, Secretary, Ministry of Urban Development, 
Government of India stressed on learning from 
each other to solve common urban challenges 
and underlined the importance of the need for 
cooperation and collaboration in varied sectors. 
Speaking about the National Urban Agenda, he 
said, the government’s agenda focuses on poverty 
eradication, inclusive growth, and sustainable 
consumption. 

Shri B. Anand, Joint Secretary (International 
Cooperation), Ministry of Urban Development, 
Government of India and Chief Convener of this 
conference in his vote of thanks address thanked 
the Ministerial Delegations, other distinguished 
panelist delegations from BRICS member countries 
and in particular Head of Delegations - Ms. 
Diana Motta (Brazil), Mr. Ni Hong (China) and 
Mr. Andries Nel (South Africa) for leading their 
country representation and contributing to the 
Forum deliberations. Highlighting the continued 
support extended by Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu, Shri 

N. Chandrababu Naidu, Shri. Arvind Panagariya, 
Shri Rajiv Gauba and Senior officials of Ministry of 
External Affairs, Government of Andhra Pradesh, 
Visakhapatnam District Administration, Greater 
Visakhapatnam Municipal Corporation and National 
Institute of Urban Affairs (Forum Knowledge 
Partner) in organizing this conference, he expressed 
his gratitude to all individuals associated for their 
relentless efforts and opined that following plenary 
sessions would be particularly productive for BRICS 
member countries in realigning their focus on 
approach towards urbanisation.
 
Session Format 
Conference design and session structure included 
a Head of Delegation/Ministerial representation 
in Plenary Session I on Day 1. Sub theme specific 
Plenary Session II - VIII on Day 2 and 3 were 
chaired by a global expert related to session topic 
with experts representing BRICS member countries 
as lead panelists followed by State Government of 
Andhra Pradesh and City representatives playing the 
role of discussants. 
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PLENARY SESSION I

The first plenary session on “New Urban Agenda” highlighted the new development strategy, readdressing 
the way cities & habitats have been planned, financed, developed, governed and managed in BRICS 
member nations. The urban agenda adopted by each of these countries highlighted measures taken 
to mitigate the challenges related to urbanisation along with the new approach for infrastructure and 
capability building.  This session was chaired by Shri. M. Venkaiah Naidu, Hon’ble Urban Development 
Minister and Head of Delegation of India with Head of Delegations from Brazil, China, South Africa and 
Secretary, Ministry of Urban Development, Government of India as panelists. 

Head of Delegation and Director of Department for Policies on Accessibility and Urban Planning, 
Ministry of Cities, Brazil spoke, about the country’s contribution through social integration, improvement 
of public policy and living conditions, and capacity building required for the development of sustainable 
and resilient cities. 

The Secretary, Ministry of Urban Development, Government of India, underlined India’s strategies 
related to urban renaissance through smart cities mission and integrated approach through various 
schemes such as Heritage City development programme, Clean India, Housing for All, Green and Brown 
field development among many other initiatives. 

Head of Delegation and Vice Minister of Housing and Urban-Rural Development, People’s Republic of 
China presentation was focused on China’s urban policy on new cities, management of traffic and large 
urban spaces. The four factors of changes in this new urban policy are - Urban Layout, Ecology–Urban 
Settlement, Cultural Heritage and People Oriented Development. 

South Africa’s Head of Delegation and Deputy Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional 
Affairs presented the country’s sustainable growth model with urban rural linkage and approach to 
transforming municipalities for building better cities. This included a short documentary on South 
African government’s Integrated Urban Development Framework (IUDF) for sustainable and inclusive 
development.
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The story of ‘Urban Transition in India’ with special focus on host state of Andhra Pradesh initiatives was 
showcased through an exhibition organised on the sideline of the conference and inaugurated on day 1.

3RD BRICS URBANISATION 
FORUM EXHIBITION
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PLENARY SESSION II

The second session “BRICS Smart Cities Conclave” focused on member nations’ approach towards 
building smart cities through effective integration of physical, digital and human systems in the built 
environment to deliver a sustainable, prosperous and inclusive future for its citizens. It highlighted the 
optimization of technology usage in design & operation of infrastructure & buildings while enhancing 
citizen’s engagement along with strengthening institutionalization. 

The Brazilian panelist recommended ‘Human Smart Cities’ through citizen engagement approach and 
called for BRICS Human Smart Cities Institute to be set up. He emphasized on strengthening social 
inclusion through interactive and vibrant neighborhood’s.

Russia’s panelist stressed upon the idea of creating ‘Intelligent Smart City’ that is about people, their 
survival, and access to efficient and workable infrastructure as natural disasters and increased urban 
risks and vulnerability raise the consensus on ‘Intelligent City’. The panelist from India emphasized on 
sustainable and inclusive development by building ‘people’s trust’ on governance system through efforts 
of ‘Good-Governance. He mentioned the concept of connected smart regions to improve overall regional 
development.

China’s inevitable urbanisation trend and hi-tech integration is the key to developing smart cities, using 
big data with a focus on emergency, smart parking, city and community management, and transportation 
tracking to help solve congestion and other traffic issues. The panelist from South Africa discussed the key 
points of South Africa’s approach in the context of smart cities through social inclusivity and adressing 
the ‘digital divide’. 
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PLENARY SESSION III

The third session deliberations were focused on the topic “Financing Urban Infrastructure”. The session 
discussed the efficient ways to strengthen infrastructural financing. It highlighted BRICS member nation’s 
new and innovative approaches to strengthen the financial and governing capacities of institutions, 
particularly the urban local bodies. 

Brazil’s panelist from Ministry of Cities highlighted the key national initiatives to improve social 
inclusion through investment in slum construction management and providing basic amenities for slum 
inhabitants through public and private partnership. India’s panelist focused on prevailing inefficiency in 
service provision resulting into underestimation of cost in case of financing urban infrastructure. China’s 
panelist discussed the current and envisioned an approach to strengthening planning and guidance in 
improving standard specifications through technology advancement. 

South Africa’s panelist presented the coherent assignment of functions and creation of independent 
professional administration as found necessary for urban infrastructure financing refering to the case of 
Cape Town Municipality. In order to improve the financial capacity of ULB’s, enhancement of available 
resources and service delivery reforms is necessary. The discussions concluded with remarks that - 
mobilizing funds through land monetization, use of PPP model and debt funding based on credit rating, 
and revision of user charges for improving the basic civic services are to be considered. 
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PLENARY SESSION IV

The fourth session on “Inclusive Housing & Informal Economies” underlined the policies and legislative 
framework for addressing the affordable housing challenges and strategies for sustainable development. 

The session unveiled the social policies in favor of economically weaker sections of the society and steps 
integrated by BRICS member countries governments to provide sustainable housing & related services. 

Brazil’s panelist representing Housing Department, State Government of Sao Paulo discussed the 
strategies for increasing the capacity of the weaker section to pay for housing amenities that is the agenda 
of the Brazilian ministry. 

India’s panelist from Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation, Government of India, 
acknowledged National Mission ‘Housing for All’ (Urban) mission of Government of India and 
highlighted the program focus on institutional redevelopment of slums and affordable housing through 
credit linked security. 

Panelist representing China underlined the implementation of the second stage of Social Housing 
approach in China from 1949-1990. South Africa’s panelist from National Department of Human 
Settlements, acknowledged the role of Social Housing Act and other legislations, as available means 
under the ministry’s enabling framework which includes housing, small business development, and local 
government. 
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PLENARY SESSION V

The fifth session on “Climate Change, SDG & Urban Environment” provided a unique opportunity to 
review and share the progressive practices of the member countries on how they are redesigning their 
internal systems to address the transformative ideas embedded in the SDGs. The session enabled to take 
a collective position towards creating resilient and sustainable urban spaces. 

Panelist representing Rio+ Centre from Brazil’s highlighted strategy of citizen empowerment and 
inclusivity in addressing the challenges of climate change. It focuses on the plans of Brazil’s municipalities 
for incorporating civil protection and disaster management, including investing in the monitoring system 
of risk management. 

China’s panelist highlighted the need for an approach to low carbon urban planning. India’s panelist 
representing National Disaster Management Authority acknowledged the importance of tradition 
knowledge while dealing with climate change.
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PLENARY SESSION VI

The sixth session on “Resilient Water & Sanitation Management” discussed the various policy actions, 
and fiscal reforms, in particular, taken by the member nations at both national and local levels to 
meet infrastructure investment needs. This session deliberations highlighted the challenges associated 
with water and sanitation management as well as innovative measures undertaken to overcome these 
challenges. 

The effect of rapid urbanisation leading to a proliferation of slum population lacking access to basic 
amenities particularly water and sanitation in Rio was highlighted by Brazil Panelist. She also accentuated 
on local community involvement in implementation of five slums facilitating better provision and 
maintenance of quality services. 

India’s technological innovation, in the context of Chennai’s decentralized actions to resolve the issues 
of water supply and sanitation was quoted by the Indian panelist. South Africa’s panelist from National 
Department of Human Settlements highlighted the approach to resilient water and sanitation through 
Anticipate, Absorb, Adopt and Rapidly Recover. The panelist from Russia highlighted the key approach of 
local governance and active community participation in ensuring the provision of efficient basic services 
particularly in the case of water and sanitation.
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PLENARY SESSION VII

The seventh session on “New Towns & Regional Planning” discussed the concept of regionalization, 
emphasizing on sustainable regional development for shaping balanced growth in BRICS nations. 

Brazil’s panelist from Department for Policies on Accessibility and Urban Planning, Ministry of 
Cities, underlined the haphazard and unplanned urbanisation, particularly in metropolitan regions 
was mentioned. Integration of policies, monitoring and supporting ULBs in policy formulation was 
highlighted as a key to city management. 

China’s panelist from China’s Ministry of Construction accentuated on regional planning solution 
comprises Connectivity (national & regional), Adaptability (global & regional economic situation), 
Continuity (decisions), Productivity (in targeted Planning) and Selectivity (spatial values). The National 
spatial policy of China on the development of coastal regions through hi-speed train network was 
quoted. The South Africa’s panelist focused on relooking at urban–rural continuum. India’s Amaravati 
City green-field development was cited as an example of best global project management and master 
planning.
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PLENARY SESSION VIII

The last session on “Urban Renaissance: New Reform Agenda” included presentations with a focus on 
planning, heritage, governance and fiscal prudence.

Brazil panelist highlighted the mixed urban-natural solutions combined with the high-tech and traditional 
approach, strengthening citizenship, intervention to tackle rural to urban migration, strengthening and 
revitalizing cities-on principles of design excellence, social wellbeing, and environmental responsibility 
was the highlight of the debate. While the India panelist emphasized on to empowering the role of mayors 
and strengthening governance through participatory democracy.  

China panelist highlighted the importance of conservation and preservation of heritage cities to attain 
sustainability. South Africa’s Deputy Minister of Human Settlement acknowledged integrated urban 
planning to enhance social inclusivity in urban spaces. 
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VALEDICTORY 

On behalf of Andhra Pradesh Government Shri Karikal Valaven thanked the respected 
dignitaries, panelists and delegates for their participation and valuable presence. 

Shri. B. Anand, Chief Convener of 3rd BRICS Urbanisation Forum representing Ministry of 
Urban Development, Government of India, summarized the proceedings of three days. Dr. 
Narayana, Hon’ble Minister for Urban Development, Andhra Pradesh started his speech 

by expressing sincere thanks to Shri Inderjit Singh Hon’ble Minister of State Government of 
India, Vizag parliament dignitaries on & off the dais. He continued by saying, it as a pleasure 
to address this august gathering of eminent scholars delegates and participants of 3rd BRICS 
Urbanisation Forum. He further thanked Ministry of Urban Development and Ministry of 

External Affairs, Government of India for their wonderful support.

Dr. Ramachandran showed his delight to meet all delegates present in the Forum and gave 
special greetings to guests from the BRICS countries. While there are learning from the 

higher levels of urbanisation reached, he was sure the delegates had first-hand experience of 
how a vibrant urbanizing country like India, is focusing through its centrally supported key 

schemes and programs. Shri Inderjit Singh addressed the august gathering of ministerial and 
distinguished guests, practitioners and policy makers from various parts of the world at the 
end of the three day event. He expressed his sincere appreciation to Government of Andhra 

Pradesh for hosting this event. 

Shri Jagan Shah expressed his feeling of honor and privilege to propose vote of thanks on the 
prestigious event. He further extended heartfelt gratitude to Ministry of Urban Development 
(MoUD), Greater Vishakhapatnam Municipal Corporation (GVMC), Ministry of External 

Affairs (MEA) and Govt. of Andhra Pradesh in giving NIUA opportunity to support the 
event as knowledge partner. 
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DAY - 1
CULTURAL PROGRAMME 
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DAY -2
CULTURAL PROGRAMME 
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3RD BRICS URBANISATION FORUM
IN MEDIA
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