
Nurturing Neighbourhoods Webinar Series
Bernard van Leer Foundation | 13 November 2020



2

A good start for all children

All babies and toddlers, especially the most 
disadvantaged, deserve a good start in life.

A good start puts each individual child on the path to 

realizing their full potential and, collectively, sets the 

foundation for a healthy, creative and peaceful society. 



Early experiences shape the brain…and the future

“Urban planning and development must 
enhance talent, creativity and aspiration 
of children.”

Venkaiah Naidu
Honourable Vice President of India 



If you could see the city from 
an elevation of 95cm*

*The average height of a 
healthy 3-year-old

What would you do differently?



Tel Aviv

Bhubaneswar

Amsterdam

Istanbul

Bogotá

Tirana

Recife

São Paulo

Lima

Pune

Amman

Piura

Udaipur

Boa Vista



6



7

Young children and their families have four main needs 
for healthy brain development – that are enabled by 
their environment Urban Planning matters! 
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Six main challenges in
cities that limit the well-
being of ITCs. 
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Babies, Toddlers & Caregivers use the public 
realm of the city more than any other group, 
yet design for this group is least deliberate.

ITC Mobility Chain:
multiple trips, 
multiple caregivers

ITCs are 
minimum 2 
people! 
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To maximize the health and 
well-being of young children 
and their families in the city, 
we need to keep everything 
close to their home. And we 
need the routes they take to 
get there to 
be safe. 

So where do we start?
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CITIES THAT WORK 
FOR YOUNG 
CHILDREN AND 
THEIR FAMILIES…

ARE CITIES THAT 
WORKS FOR ALL



THANK YOU!
Presented by:

Rushda Majeed
Bernard van Leer Foundation


